\'AZHAKi'\NAM AS A REL1GIOIS REFORMFR

Vazhakunnam has been fortunate that he has not been owned
or projected by any particular caste or sect. Unlike many other
so called religious reformers Vazhakunnam was endeared by all
sections of the society, irrespective of caste or creed. In one of
his public speeches conducted on behalf of Tilak Samaj,
Tiruvegappura, Vazhakunnam had given a talk on the need of
independence from foreign rule. It was a political stage presided
over by Trippekkulangara Vasudevan Nambudiri. Vazhakunnam
applied the puranic story of Prahlada in the then current politics.
He characterised the British rulers as the tyrant Hiranyakasipu.
He wanted the people to fight against the tyranny like Prahlada,
who organised a determined group against the despotic orders.
People were so convinced and as Vazhakunnam directed they
uttered the very name of the Lord that inspired Prahlada. The
assemblage included not only members from other castes but also
from other religions like Islam.6 This incident reveals
Vazhakunnam's commanding power, urge for independence and
his secular outlook.

Ulloor has admitted that it was Vazhakunnam and others like
him, who kept blazing the sacred lamp of Indian culture and
wisdom from the foreign attempts to deflame it.7

6. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit. pp. 152-53.

7. Ulloor, KSC, Vol. V, Dept. of Publications, Universe of
Kerala, Dec. 65, pp.255-56.
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